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DESIGN BRIEF

SCAD CONNECTOR LOGO OVERVIEW

The objective of this project was to create a new logo for SCAD Atlanta’s online newspaper, 
the Connector. We wanted to create a mark that would convey a contemporary and fun 
atmosphere, while maintaining credibility as a news source.

TYPEFACE CHOICE

We chose the Gotham typeface because it is the official SCAD typeface. This creates a 
connection between the Connector and SCAD, and makes it easier for the audience to 
link the two together. This creates continuity between SCAD Atlanta and the Connector 
as a media outlet for the school.  The geometric quality of Gotham allows for greater 
experimentation with letterforms and shapes as well.

BRAINSTORMING & CONCEPT

The purpose of a connector (as a noun) is to link, to join, to bring together, and to associate 
different components.  The purpose of the Connector (as the newspaper) is to create a 
commonality between students and staff of varying interests and backgrounds. SCAD is 
a richly diverse school, and the Connector unites the student body by generating content 
that is applicable and interesting to all.  

From this initial brainstorm, we decided to create a logo that features connection between 
letterforms that would highlight the purpose of a connector, or a connection, without being 
overly literal, as well as convey a contemporary feeling yet maintain credibility.

LOGO ITERATIONS

We began the process by examining the letterforms of the Gotham typeface and 
experimenting with the look and feel of various weights.  The repetition of the N letterform 
in the middle of the word “Connector” was a natural choice of location for the connection 
to take place. The other letters in the word “Connector” are all rounded, while the stem 
of the N creates a harsh contrast.  This quality helps to differentiate and set apart the 
connective quality between the letterforms. 

After the first logo iteration, we decided to include the word SCAD in the new logo. We 
wanted the Connector’s association with SCAD to be clear, and it made more sense to 
include the word “SCAD” in the logo since the URL is www.scadconnector.com. This way, 
there is a clear continuity between our name and our website and makes advertising the 
newspaper much easier.

The third and fourth logo iterations played with large contrast between the word “SCAD” 
and the word “connector”. We wanted to keep it as one element made of two entities in 
order to create a clear link between SCAD and the Connector, yet maintain a differentiating 
component to distinguish the two.  We capitalized the word “SCAD” to keep it in line with 
other instances of the way the word “SCAD” is shown on campus, but used a (cont.)
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(cont.) thinner weight for the word “Connector” to create a drastic difference. The thin 
quality of the letterforms made the 90° connection between the two N’s feel very artificial 
and forced.  We continued to experiment by eliminating half of the cross-bar of the T 
and removing the stems of the Ns and the R.  This emphasized the roundedness of those 
letterforms and created a streamlined effect.  

However, this still did not completely alleviate the connection issue, so we then tried a more 
rounded connection between the two N’s, as seen in the fifth logo iteration.  We created 
the curve by mimicking the natural curve of the N form, and allowed it to dip below the 
baseline in order to give it distinction and avoid confusion in which the connected form 
could be misread as an M instead of two connected N forms.  Although this solution 
showed significant progress, there was still a feeling of an unnatural disconnect between 
the word “SCAD”,  the word “connector”, and the actual connection between the forms.

DESIGN SOLUTION

Our last iteration sought to unify the separate words into a single mark.  We aligned the 
heights of the word “SCAD” and “connector” to create a smooth flow when reading across.  
We also adjusted the thickness of the word “connector” in order for it to have a similar look 
and feel to the word “SCAD”.  In addition, the curved connection between the two N’s was 
shortened to line up with the baseline and the color was removed in order to emphasize 
the Connector and de-emphasize SCAD. Last of all, the dipped connection between the 
two N’s was thinned out to mirror the varying thick and thin qualities of the letterform.

The lowercase treatment of the word “Connector” lends a contemporary and lighthearted 
feeling, while the even alignment of the letterforms and the black and gray colors used 
relays a message that the Connector is straightforward and reliable as a news source.  


